
Logging off Kraken while a program is running. Draft version 2011.12.29

If you are logged via SSH into Kraken, and are running a program that is going to take a significant 
amount of time, you cannot simply disconnect from Kraken, as it will also terminate your program. 
There is a way around this, and it is to use screen.  There is thorough documentation for screen on the 
web, in particular, http://man-wiki.net/index.php/1:screen.

We will go through a step by step process of how this process works.  

First, make sure you are logged in to Kraken.

Next, run the command: screen -a

http://man-wiki.net/index.php/1:screen


This will clear the screen, be patient as the command prompt comes up.  To ensure that it is working 
correctly, execute the command: screen -list.
You should see something similar to the following:

Now that you have attached yourself to a screen, go ahead and start running your program.



At this point, press ctrl+a, then press d.  This will detach your session from the screen.  You will get a 
message which states [detached], as in the following image:

 



You can always execute a top command to be sure that your program is still running:

Once you have verified that your program is still running, you can log off, do other stuff etc... When 
you wish to go back and visit your program, you need to determine the ID of your screen.  To view all 
screens, type: screen -list
You should get a list (let us assume you only do one at a time, which is suggested) as follows:



The ID corresponding to the program we were executing earlier was 5784, notice it has status 
(Detached). 
To reattach to that screen, we type the command: screen -r 5784

And viola!  We are back to the screen in which the program is running. 



 

Once the program is done running, and you have done all that you need to do, you should exit the 
screen.  To do this, simply type: exit

Notice that it will say [screen is terminated].  

If you are not sure you have exited out of all your screens, simply run another screen -list


